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To§  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
' Deudraeth  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1951. 

This  is  my  first  complete  year  with  this  authority  and 
I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  help  and  couitjesy,  also  Mr.  Morris  Jones,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  Mr.  LI.  Ellis,  the  Clerk,  and  the  office  staff 
for  their  assistance  at  all  times. 

« 

EVAN  VTILLIAiyiS 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

July  1952. 


1- 


Q 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
. Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28841098 


_2- 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  natural  decrease  in  popu.lation  as  shown  hy  an  excess  of 
deaths  over  live  births  is  twenty. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  - 
estimated  for  mid  1950~'was  6,9965  for  1951  the  figure  is  63  975» 

This  fall  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  natural  fall  in  birth  rate 
and  by  the  slight  outw^^rd  migration  of  the  population. 

V/hilst  the  birth  rates  for  1950  and  1951  ha'^’o  remained  much 
the  same,  the  death  rate  for  1951  is  17«35  as  against  1^.87  in  1950. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  for  1951  was  four.  “Dvo  died 
due  to  prematurity,  one  due  to  accident  and  one  due  to  broncho 
pneumoniai. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  in  persons  under  35  years  of  age.  Tour 
of  these  were  due  to  accidents. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notified.  In  1950,  10  cases  were  notified,  in  1951 
fourteen  cases.  In  both  instances  more  females  than  males  were  , 
affected,  and  all  were  under  35  years  of  age. 

There  has  been  a slight  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  deaths 
both  from  cancer  and  tuberculosis  over  the  previous  year. 


SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  bTATISTICS 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres... 

Rateable  Value, , . . 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 
figures) . ... 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  .. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

(according  to  the  Rate  Books) 
at  the  end  of  Year...  ... 


Y5, 


. ..  6,975  Estimated 
mid  year  popul- 
tion 


2.  j ao- 

lo  o • 


Comparability  Factors 

Births, . . ...  1.13 

Deaths. . . ...  0.86 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTPIS 


Nett 


Births 

Births 

Births 


(Live  and  Still)... 
(Live)...  .0, 
(Still ) . . ...  . . , 


. . , 10^ 
. . , 101 

. . • 3 


)er  1,000 

■TTgto" 


. 14.48 
■•58) 


Live,  Births 

Male  s 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

^i-7 

^7 

Illegitimate 

3 

Still  girths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2 ““ 

1 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate 

(Percentage  of 

Total  Live 

Births) . 

.6,937° 
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DEATHS 
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Total  N'um'bero.. 


* 0 • 0 0 
Males 


Rate  per  1,000  population,, 

(1950  .. 


. 121 

6l  Female  s 


. 1?135 
. 14.37) 


6o 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  ^ 

Males  ~ Females 

Total  3 1 

Legitimate  3 1 

Illegitimate 

Infajit  Mortality  (rate  per  1,000  live 

birth)  - . 39-60 

1950  figures 


Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births)  39-60 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,CC0  live  births)  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks 

Males  Females 

Total  1 i 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illigitimate  - 

Mattrnal  Mortality 

(Deaths  connected  vrith  childbirth  an»l 
pregnancy, . , ...  None) 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

“Total 17 

Rate  per  1,000  population, 2,44 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
Total  , . 


• A • 


1 


Rate  per  1,000  population,,. 


...0.14 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


(1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


One  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
One  Sanitary  Inspector 

(2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Water  analysis  (chemical)  carried  out  by  Mr.  Harold  Lov;e, 
Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  analysis  (bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 

(3)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  is  .one  motor  ambulance  stationed  in  the  area, 

(^-)  IIWANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Penrhyndeudraeth  - held  .fortnightly  in  the  Aelwyd 

Building, 

Harlech  - held  monthly  at  the  Free  Library. 

Trawsfynydd  - held  monthly  at  the  Congregational  Chapel 
Vestry. 
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(5)  ANTS  NATAL  CLINICS 


- A ^ 


Held  at  the  Outpatient  Department;  Memorial  HCiiipital, 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog  every  tuo  weeks 

(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

Held  fortnightly  at  the  h'omens  Institute  Buildings 

(7)  TUBERCILQSIS  CLINIC 

Held  every  fortnight  at  the  Memorial  Plospital;  Blaenau 
Ffestiniog 

(8)  DIPHSgHERIA  I1#IUN1SATI0N 


Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Immunisation  of  babies  and  young  children  is  carried  out 
at  the  Primary  School. 

(9)  HOSOTAI^ 


There  is  no  hospital  within  the  District  - patients  may 
be  admitted  to  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  Memorial  Hospital 
situated  nearby. 

(10)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
culosis)  notified  during  the  year,. 
Scarlet  Fever. ..  ...  ..o.  ... 

vHiooping  Cough. . ...  ...  ... 


I'jieasles.  o.  ...  ... 

Infantile  Paralysis. . . 


o o • 


(other  than  Tuber *- 

...  ...  31 


TUBBRCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Males.,  3 
Non-Pulmonary 

Males. . 1 


■Ne~w  Cases 
Total  ... 

Females.,  11 

Total  ... 

Fernales.,  3 


Tuberculosis  Deaths 


Pulmonary 

Males. . 1 
Non-Pulmonary 


To  cal  » . # 1 

Females. . 
Total  ...  Nil 


Nil 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951  in  Ag:e  Groups 


Hew  Caeea. 


Deaths 


CAUSZIS 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Cancer  Stomach 
" Lung 
" Breast 

Other  sites 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease j angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomch  and  duodenum 

Gastritis  3 enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Suicide 

Leukemia 3 aleukemia 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congenital  malformations 
All  other  accidents 


( 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  PUKING 
1^1  IN  AGE~GRQUP S » 


Males  Females  Total 


HOUSING 


Since  the  war  96  Council  owned  houses  have  been  erected | 
six  more  are  almost  completed,  and  a further  58  are-  in  the  early 
course  of  construction. 


Llanfair  . . . 

...  6 

Llanbedr  . . . 

. . ,12 

Harlech  , , . 

. . .18 

Llandecv/yn. . 

14 

• DO  J-  r 

Gellilydan. . 

...  8 

Trawsfynydd. 

-.0.22 

LI anfrothen. 

. . « 12 

1-  e nr  hyndeudr  ae  1 

^iCl.  *0  0 

58 

Minfforddo „ . 

. , . ^ 

almost  completed 


in  course  of  erection 


For  their  assistance  in  the  selection  of  nev/  tenants  for 
Council  houses,  the  Housing  Committee  have  asked  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  a full  report 
on  the  preseiit  housing  situation  of  the  applicants  for  Council 
houses  - for  instances  where  overcrowding  exists,  of  families 
living  in  damp  and  unfi.t  homes,  or  of  any  families  who,  through 
any  illness  such  as  tuberculosis,  should  be  given  special 
priority.  This  is  now  being  done,  and  will  assist  in  ensuring 
that  these  whose  need  is  greatest  will  receive  favourable 
consideration. 

To  prevent  nev;  families  moving  into  vacated  unfit  houses 
a temporary  closing  order  is  made  on  the  house  until  such  necess- 
ary repairs  as  will  render  it  fit  have  been  carried  out. 

The  Council  have  in  mind  the  erection  of  suitable  houses  for 
the  aged  and  a register  of  the  number  of  such  persons  is  now 
being  prepared* 

The  Council  is  fortunate  in  that  such  dwellings  can  be  erected 
v;ithin  the  new  housing  sites. 
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HOUSES  BUILT  BY  COUNCILS  FROM 
19^5  to  DECEMBER,  1951. 

^ (showing  rate  per  thousand  of  population) 


District 

Population 
(Mid  1951  estimated) 

Houses 

Built. 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

Bala 

1W8 

66 

44,4 

Barmouth 

2366 

85 

35.9 

Dolgelley  Urban 

2535 

20.9 

Ffestiniog 

6871 

14 

2.0 

Towyn 

^J-l-10 

52 

11.8 

Deudraeth 

6975 

96 

13.8 

Dolgelley  Rural 

9225 

78 

8.4 

Edeyrnion 

4182 

74 

17.7 

Penllyn 

2799 

16 

5.7 

GENERAL > 

Clean  Food  Campaign  Circular  MF  12A9 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  19BB. 

The  Council  have  adopted  the  model  bye-lav/s  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of 
sanitary  and  clean  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale 
for  human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure 
for  sale  in  the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human  consimnption. 

These  have  been  printed  and  circulated  throughout  the  area. 

A full  inspection  of  food  preparation  premises  has  not  yet 
been  completed  for  the  area. 

The  Council  is  av/are  of  the  need  for  an  improvement  in  the 
standards  of  hygiene  in  such  premises  and  it  is  hoped  that  a full 
report  can  be  made  at  a later  date. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  District  during  May. 

A Centre  was  established  at  Penrhyndeudraeth  where  236  persons  were 
X-rayed,  together  with  55  school  children.  The  Unit  also  visited 
Cookes  Explosives  Works  and  289  persons  were  X-rayed,  The  response 
by  the  Town’s  general  population  was  poor. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  Unit  was  unable  to  establish 
centres  at  such  places  as  Trawsfynydd  and  Harlech  but  it  was  expected 
that  in  future  - visits  will  be  made  to  these  villages. 

There  were  several  complaints  received  from  the  public  - 
the  chief  being  tho  lack  of  publicity  given  to  the  Service.  This  may 
have  been  so,  and  must  be  improved.  On  the  part  of  the  general  public 
the  service  was  not  patronised  as  it  should  have  been  - there  was 
evidence  of  indifference  and  apathy  on  their  part,  as  can  be  seen  from 
the  lov;  figures  of  persons  who  did  avail  themselves  of  the  service. 

VJhilst  there  has  been  a fall  in  the  annual  death  rate  from 
tuberculosis,  there  has  been  no  appreciable  decline  in  tho  number  of 
new  cases  notified  each  year. 

Provided  the  disease  is  discovered  sufficiently  early  there 
is  a cure.  The  fact  has  not  been  emphasised  adequately  - the  public 
are  still  prone  to  view  the  diagnosis  of  tubdjrculosis  almost  as  a 
death  sentence.  This  may  explain  their  apparent  attitude  of  apathy 
and  indifference  to  the  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  The 
public  are  really  interested,  but  they  cannot  dispel  the  fear  of  being 
labelled  as  '“suffering  from  tuberculosis". 

A fresh,  more  positive,  outlook  must  bo  adopted  by  ths;  public 
towards  this  disease,  it  must  be  viewed  not  as  a disease  v/hich  results 
in  death,  but  as  a disease  which  can  be  cured. 
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^ It  is  difficult  to  eliminate,  but  with  their  active  co-cijer» 
ation  much  can  be  achieved.  The  earlier  it  is  discovered  the 
greater  the  chances  of  complete  recovery,  and  the  risk  of  its 
spread  amongst  the  rest  of  the  family  and  the  community  can  be 
lessened* 

The  public  must  play  their  part,  and  avail  themselves  of 
the  services  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  It  is  to  their  ad- 
vantage. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

(Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention) 

No  action  was  found  necessary  during  1951 » A register  of 
elderly  persons  living  alone  is  now  being  prepared.  There  was 
some  difficulty  in  the  ascertainment  of  the  numbers  of  such  persons. 
They  are  reported,  however,  by  the  District  Nurses,  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

This  register,  although  continually  changing  and  although 
it  cannot  possibly  be  kept  completely  up  to  date,  does  provide 
an  index  of  the  elderly  persons  living  alone,  and  it  does  assist 
in  ensuring  that  regular  visits  can  be  paid  to  these  persons. 

They  cling  to  their  homes  and  I feel  there  would  be  much 
local  criticiu  should  they  be  removed  under  this  Act  against 
their  will,  however  great  was  the  need. 

From  an  economic  and  humane  viewpoint,  it  would  be  better  to 
allow  these  persons  to  continue  living  in  their  own  homes,  and  I 
find  that  many  can  manage  reasonably  well  for  themselves  if 
provided  with  a little  outside  daily  help.  This  can  be  given 
if  they  reside  in  a town  or  village. 

Persons  living  in  isolated  or  remote  cottages  provide  a 
different  problem  and  where  no  local  help  is  near,  then  compul- 
sory removal  to  homes  is  the  only  alternative  however  disagree- 
able it  may  be  to  all  concerned 


PULI'-IQNARY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 

TU~BERCUL0S1S  REGISTER  31st  December  1951 

Male  Fema_le_  TptaJL  Population  Per  No.  of 

19  5l  ITUUO  Houses 

Population  Built  per 
1 ^000 


Bala 

5 

6 

11 

1,488 

7.3. 

44,4 

Barmouth 

k 

5 

9 

2,366 

3.8 

35.9 

Dolgelly 

16 

Ih 

30 

2,535 

11.8 

20.9 

Ffestiniog 

75 

34 

109 

6,871 

15,8 

2.0 

Towyn 

9 

6 

15 

^,^-10 

3.4 

11.8 

Deudraeth 

26 

39 

65 

6,975 

9.3 

13.8 

Dolgelley 

Rural 

29 

12 

41 

9,225 

4#4 

8.4 

Edeyrnion 

13 

11 

2h 

4,182 

17.7 

Penllyn 
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7 

12 

2,799 

4.3 

5.7 

Pennal 
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8 
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319 

2.8 
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DISINFECTION  OF  IM'ECTBD  ARTICLES  AND  BEDDING. 

At  the  present  moment  there  is  no  proper  apparatus  for  the 
disinfection  of  infected  bedding  and  clothing. 

The  main  disease  where  infection  is  required  is  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  each  year  still  remains  at  a high 
level. 

As  it  would  be  an  expensive  item  for  each  local  authority  to 
provide  their  own  disinfector,  the  District  Councils  have  now 
agreed  to  combine  for  the  provision  of  a disinfector  which  would  be 
placed  centrally  within  the  county.  The  County  Council  have  been 

approached  regarding  assistance,  by  way  of  transport  and  personnel 
for  the  collection  and  delivery  of  bedding,  for  which  payment  would 

be  made. 

The  request  for  a disinfector  is  nothing  new  “ its  need  was 
pointed  out  in  1888.  In  I9IO  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
described  the  disinfection  of  bedding  in  the  County  as  being  more  or 

less  a farce,  I believe  we  are  at  last  on  the  verge  of  providing 
a proper  disinfection  service. 
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REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER 

1951  o 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  work  of  improving  and  supplementing  the  supply  of 
water  to  Rhyd  Village  was  commenced  during  the  year. 

The  Croesor  Scheme  and  a proposal  to  extend  the  Harlech 
main  so  as  to  provide  17  properties  with  water  have  been  approved. 


During  the  year  19  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  analysis.  Some  of  these  samples  were  taken  from 
the  sources  proposed  for  supplying  farms  not  within  a reasonable 
distance  from  the  Council' s supplies. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  Villages  of  Trawsfynydd^  Talsarnau  and  Garreg, 
Llanfrothen  have  now  approved  sewage  dispcsal  plants  and  the  sewers 
have  been  extended  to  within  reach  of  all  the  houses  in  these 
Villages. 


A Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Village  of  Llanfair  was 
commenced  during  the  year  and  good  progress  was  made  with  the  lay- 
ing of  the  new  sewers. 


HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  constructed  by  the  Council 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  137  and  15  requisitioned.  The  15 
requisitioned  house  17  families. 

The  contract  for  building  58  houses  at  Penrhyndeudraeth 
v;as  commenced  during  the  year  and  good  progress  was  made  towards 
completing  6 houses  at  Llanfair. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION . 

The  Ffestiniog  Urban  and  the  Deudraeth  Rural  District 
Councils  continue  jointlywith  the  scheme  of  Rat  and  Mice  Destruction 
and  employ  a full  time  operator  on  this  work  for  the  two  eu’eas. 


CLEAN  FOOD. 

During  the  year  208  tins  of  various  foods  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  consumption  with  a total  weight  of  2^7  lbs. 

MAT  SUPPLIES. 

The  meat  is  supplied  to  the  District  from  three 
slaughter  houses  outside  the  Deudraeth  Area,  viz.,  Portmadoc,  Blaenau 
Ffestiniog  and  Barmouth. 

DISINFECTING. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  spraying  and  fumigating. 
V\bien  necessary,  beddings  are  destroyed  and  the  o\mers  partly  com- 
pensated. This  has  to  be  undertaV.en  as  there  is  no  steam  disinfec- 
tor in  the  District  suitable  for  dlsiniecting  beddings  etc. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION, 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  tnroughout  the  District  by 
means  of  the  Council's  own  covered  lorry. 


Morris  Jones 

>o«o0oeoo«ooeoofiocooooe»oo»»6««-o 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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